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SUBJECT: EL AL LABOR PROBLEMS 

1. ONE-DAY STRIKE BY EL AL PILOTS DECEMBER 9, CAUSING CAN- 
CELLATION OF FIVE FLIGHTS, HAS EVOKED DETERMINED STANDBY 
GOVERNMENT TO RESIST FURTHER STRIKE ACTION BY AIR CREWS. 

2. ISSUES INVOLVED IN THE STRIKE, STAGED ON SHABBAT 
(SATURDAY) , ARE COMPT F.X THF.Y REPORTEDLY INCLUDE PROTEST 
OVER CANCELLATION OF TAX-FREE VACATION FIGHTS BY EL AL 
PERSONNEL AND, MORE IMPORTANT, DELAY IN LEGAIZING LONG- 
STANDING PRACTICE OF COMPUTING INCOME TAX ON FOREIGN CUR- 
RECNY INCOME OF EL AL AIR CREWS AT ONE POUND ISRAELI FOR 
ONE POUND STERLING. PILOTS HAVE THREATENED FURTHER STRIKES 
ON SATURDAY, IF ISSUE IN DISPTUE ARE NOT RESLVE. 

3. AT TIME WHEN GOVERNEMTN' EMERGENCY ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
HAS IMPOSED HEAVY BURDENS ON ISRAELI PBULC, STRKE ACTION 
BY PILOTS DREW HEAVY PRESS CRITICISM. WHILE OTHER ISRELIS 
TRAVELLING ABROAD MUST PAY IL 750 INTERN ATIONL TRAVEL TAX 
PLUS 15 PERCENT OF PRICE OF TICKET, EL AL WORKERS NOW ARE 
AKSED TO PAY IL 200( IN CONTRAST TO PREVIOUS TAX FREE PRI- 
VILEGES). AIR CREWS, WITH UNUSALLY HIGH INCOMES FOR ISRAEL, 
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FITTED AS RESULT OF DEVALUATION (AS ISRAELI POUND IS WORTH 
LESS AND INCOME TAX IS BASED ON ISRAELI POUND). 

4. FOLLOWING DECEMBER9 STRIKE, OVERNEMTN AND EL AL MANAGE- 
MENT DECIDED TO GROUND EL FLIGHT IF PILOTS FULFILL THREAT 

OF FIRTHER STRIKES. IN KNESSET DEBATE DECEMBER 1 1 CALLED BY 
OPPOSTION PARTIES, TRANSPORT MINISTER STRONGLY DENOUNCED 
ACTION OFPILOTS AND SAID IF EL AL IS FORCED TO CANCEL FLIGHTS 
BECAUSE OF LABOR DISPUTE, ALTERNATIVE MEANS WOULD BE FOUND TO 
SERVICE PASSENGERS AND CARGO. WE ARE INFORMED BY OFFICIAL 
SOURCE THAT GOI MAY LAUNCH PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN AGINST 
CLAIMS OF EL AL PIOLTS AND OTHER PERSONNEL. 

5. PUBLIC AND GOI REACTION ALSO AGGRAVTED BY DISCLOSURE THAT 
EL AL PILOTS REFUSED TO PERMEIT ISRAELI AIR FORCE OFFICERS TO 
FLY AS OBSERVERS IN DOEINGS. REQUEST, SUBMITTED TWO MONTHS 
AGO, REPORTEDLY WAS MADE TO PROVIDE TRAININGFO AIR FORCE 
PILOTS ON IAF-OWNED BOEINGS. EL AL PILOTS REPORTEDLY 
FEARED THAT IAF PIOLTS WOULD BE USED AS STRIKE-BREAKERS. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE EL AL HAS HISTROY OF LABOR RELATIONS 
RPOBLESM, STRIKE OF PIOTS AT THIS TIME WAS OUND TO EVOKE 
SHARP REACTION, GOI SEES FURTHER DISTRUPTION OF EL AL SERVICE AS 
SIMPLY 

NO LONGER TOLERABLE, WHILE CONCESSIONS TO HIGHLY PAID EL 
AL PILOTS WOULD WEAKEN ENTIRE GOVERNEMTN EFFORTS TO RESTRAIN 
WAGES AND IMPOSE MOR EQUITABLE TAX BURDNE ON HIGH INCOME 
GROUPS. 

DOZIER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GENERAL STRIKES, AIRCRAFT PILOTS, AIRLINES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 DEC 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TELAV07185 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740361-0356 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 239/aaaabgyw. tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 AUG 2002 by WorrelSW>; APPROVED <18 MAR 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EL AL LABOR PROBLEMS 
TAGS: ELAB, EAIR, IS, EL AL AIRLINES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



